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an Ambedkarist, Thinker and Activist. He started Telugu weekly ‘Jaya
Bheri’...His poems were very popular in those days, therefore he was popu-

larly known as ‘Modern Vemana’(16)
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30 VIEWS ON INDIAN SOCIETY

Dr. N. RAJASEKHAR
Assistant Professor
Department of Political Science
Adikavi Nannya University
Rajamahendravaram

Mobile: 9848119528

Dalit literature considers man as its nucleus. It becomes one with the
joys and sorrows of human life and takes it forward to Samyak revolution. It
preaches a group of human being that forms society, equality. It considers man
noble. Dalit literature spreads love and not enmity among human beings. Lack
of knowledge made the Dalits to believe the Brahmins and the Brahmins made
them believe that the only God who will help them attain salvation is Brahmins
so they have to obey them and follow their words and should consider them
equal to God. Dalit are denied to enjoy the mankind's basic needs and rights
such as food, shelter, clothing and they have to depend on the dominant class
to do all the agricultural and other labour work in order to have their livelihood.
Dalit literature as a literature of protest advocates human liberation, glorifies
man, opposes staunchly the supremacy of lineage, race and caste. Dalits had
only pen to fight back they used it as a weapon to express their feeling.

The main themes of Dalit writings are social disabilities, caste system,
economic inequality, contemporary cruelties and cultural assertion that can be
uniquely entitled as the struggle for identity. The writings replicate the
resistance, issue of identity, experience of pain and moreover a communal
distinctiveness.

Kusuma Dharmanna was the first famous Dalit writer. Dharmanna, born
in 1900 in Rajamahendravaram which is also known as Cultural Capital of
Andhra Pradesh, hailed from a Dalit family of agricultural labourers. His parents
were Veeraswamy and Nagamma. After completing the third form, he pursued
adegree in Ayurveda, namely Vaidya Vidwan. He was good at Telugu, Sanskrit,
English, Hindi and Urdu languages.

During his school years, he was influenced by Kandukuri Veeresalingam,
a social reformer with a desire to bring about change. Dharmanna actively
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participated in the social reform movement, which aimed to abolish
untouchability and played a crucial role in the Indian independence movement.
He channelled his emotions through songwriting and singing, using his
melodious voice to spread his message.

The turning point in his Ayurveda doctor life was interacting with Guduri
Ramachandra Rao garu who is working Dalit upliftment from Gudiwada town.
He already started his services through establishing ‘Ashramas’ and
campaigning the ideas of Gandhi. Dharmanna used to national perspective
after joined in Ramachandra Rao’s Ashram in Gudiwada. Dharmanna attracted
by his guru Ramachandra Rao’s sacrificed life for the upliftment of the
downtrodden sections.

With the companionship of Dalit reformatory activists like Vemuri
Ramjee Rao, Vellanki Krishna Murthy he got clear picture about his ultimate
life goal. Kusuma Dharmanna interacted with Bhagyareddy Varma in ‘Andhra’s
Panchamas Mahasabha’ which was held in Vijayawada in 1917. Kusuma
Dharmanna participated along with Bhagyareddy Varma in Machilipatnam
1919, Gudiwada 1920 Eluru and Bhimavaram1921 meetings. Like this during
between 1917 to 1938 he represented Adhi Andhra Mahasabhas and emerged
as a one of the prominent leaders.

He wrote ‘Harijana Sathakam’ in 1933. In the bigging of this Satakam in
he mentioned good qualities of primitive communist society like, absence of
special privileges, powers and any individual priorities. But ‘Kaliyugam’
polluted with evils like, castisim, increased exploited capitalistic society and
immoral debts. He opined that, Because of this, the ‘Panchamas’ conditions
degraded very low.

Dharmanna criticised: “In the name of Swarajya they organise meetings!
Always praise Gandhi, preach Hindu—Muslim unity and advocate wearing
Khaddar. They claim peace as Swarajya and organise peace volunteers! But
they bury our issues.” He also criticised those caste Hindus who advocated
independence from the British, but refused the same liberty to untouchables:
“They fight with government asking for independence but they refuse to give
independence to Malas. They do not allow us into temples and public places.
Also, they do not allow us to take water from wells! They say Malas do not
have rights. If we do not have rights, how can they have Swarajya?” Dharmanna
asked his brethren to wake up and claim their birthright: “Born as humans,
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why should we lead a life of slaves? There is no sin in losing life in defending
our rights. Come forward and claim your birthright.” He also wrote songs for
Dalit women, urging them to end their slavery and claim social equality. Through
his powerful songs, Dharmanna advocated equality and liberation for Dalits as
a pre-condition for independence.

Kusuma Dharmanna had great admiration for Mahatma Gandhi for
improving the lot of Harijans. However, during Gandhi’s visit to Andhra State,
when Gandhi held a meeting with Harijan leaders in Rajahmundry, Kusuma
Dharmanna boycotted the meeting as he has some apprehension on the efficacy
of the meeting. Instead, he extended an invitation to Gandhi and other Congress
leaders to his home, where he demonstrated respect of the Dalits by offering
them hospitality. He stated that “Harijan leaders should come to our homes
and speak here.” Kusuma Dharmanna was also the one who introduced B.R.
Ambedkar to Andhra and established a party journal named Jaya Bheri to
promote Ambedkar’s views and give voice to the oppressed castes.

With a strong desire to reform the Dalit and other marginalized
communities, who were victims of racial inferiority, untouchability, and social
discrimination, he wrote Harijan Setkam. Through this work, he became an
accomplished writer, inspired by Ambedkar’s ideals, and dedicated himself to
establishing an identity for untouchables. He sought to enhance his dedication
to the cause by spending time with Guduri Ramachandra Rao, the founder of
Gudivada Sevashram, Sitangaram Ashram and Chagallu Anandashram. He
established Kusuma Kuteeram (an ashram) in Rajahmundry and served as the
secretary of the East Godavari District Untouchability Prevention Society. On
27 December 1925, he presided over the West Godavari’s first Adi Andhra
Mabhajana Sabha.

During the 1930s, the Congress Party established the Andhra branch of
the Harijan Seva Sangham, which gained popularity after Gandhi referred to
untouchables as Harijans. Gradually, all leaders of Aadi Andhra joined the
Congress-established Harijana Seva Sangaham.

Dharmanna was unforgiving of any lapses in practice, and he continued
to write to change the attitudes of the upper castes toward the Dalit community
even after India gained independence. His writings, including Nimna Jathi
Tarangini, Nalla Dorathanam, Essay on Drinking Ban, Asura Puranam Padya
Kavyam, Antaraani Vallamu (We are Untouchables), and Harijan Shatakamu,
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are noteworthy. Kusuma Dharmanna served the Harijan community while
participating in India’s path to independence.

Finally, though he trained in Guduru Ramachandrarao’s Ashram in
Guduwada, he attracted by Justice party, he was closed to National congress
Party and done apprenticeship to Gandhi, very soon, he came in to Dr. Baba
Saheb Ambedkar’s path and promoted his ambitions and simultaneously he
got good reputation in people’s hearts by his medical services and with his
famous slogan ‘Makodhu Ee Nalla Dhorathanamu’ (“We do not want the rule
of black landlords’). He was a first generation Dalit poet cum great human
being.
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